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The University of Akron gratefully acknowledges attorney Joseph G. Miller, who 

established The Joseph G. Miller Center for Professional Responsibility at The 
University of Akron School of Law in 1993.  The Center is a nonprofit national center 
devoted to serving the legal profession and the judiciary. Joseph Miller’s generous 
support has allowed the Institute to achieve the goals Joseph envisioned when forming 
the Institute. 

Joseph Miller and William Becker were distinguished lawyers, public servants, 
and community leaders.  Both were highly respected in the legal community.  Mr. Miller 
was a litigator specializing in Family Law and Land Use Development Law, and Mr. 
Becker was General Counsel and Vice President of BFGoodrich Chemical Group and 
Professor/Associate Dean/Chair of various committees at Akron Law.  Their close 
friendship and shared interest in the growing fields of Professional Responsibility and 
Ethics led to Mr. Miller asking Mr. Becker to serve as Founding Director of the Institute.  

Mr. Miller practiced law in the Akron community for 44 years. He chaired the 
Akron Bar Association’s Committee on Unauthorized Practice of Law, as well as the 
Ethics and Professional Responsibility Committee. He was active on the Ohio State Bar 
Association Ethics Committee, and chaired its Opinions and Regional subcommittees. 
He passed away in 2005. 

Mr. Becker had a long career as corporate counsel with BFGoodrich Chemical 
Group, culminating in his service as general counsel and vice president.  He then joined 
The University of Akron School of Law as a Professor and later served as Associate 
Dean.  He was active for many years on the Ohio State Bar Association’s Ethics 
Committee, serving as vice chair.  He also served as bar counsel to the Akron Bar 
Association.  Even before the founding of the Institute, he was a respected and sought 
after speaker on lawyer ethics subjects.  Mr. Becker passed away in 2003. 

Upon Mr. Becker’s death, Joseph G. Miller sought to recognize the valuable 
contributions of Mr. Becker and directed that the Center be renamed to include the 
name of his longtime friend and colleague, leading to its current designation as the 
Joseph G. Miller and William C. Becker Center for Professional Responsibility.  Thanks 
to their legacy, we have learned much from them and continue to benefit from their 
many contributions. 





 

 

MILLER-BECKER SEMINAR AGENDA 
Friday, October 23, 2020 

Via Go to Webinar Remote Teleconferencing Software 
 
 

8:55 – 9:00 a.m.  Welcome 
➢ Board of Professional Conduct 

9:00 – 10:15 a.m.  Is it Cognitive Impairment?  Identifying Signs 
& Symptoms Among Ohio’s Aging Lawyers 

➢ Dr. Douglas Scharre, MD 
10:15 – 10:30 a.m.  Break 
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.  Encountering Lawyers with Diminished 

Capacity 
➢ Alvin E. Mathews, Jr. 
➢ Dr. Douglas Scharre, MD 
➢ Megan Snyder 
➢ Heather M. Zirke (moderator) 

11:30 a.m.–12:15 p.m.  Break 
12:15 – 2:00 p.m.  Stipulations:  The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly 

➢ Joseph M. Caligiuri 
➢ George D. Jonson 
➢ Lia J. Meehan 
➢ Peggy J. Schmitz 
➢ David Comstock (moderator) 

2:00 – 2:15 p.m.  Break 
2:15 – 3:30 p.m.  Case Law and Rule Update 

➢ Hon. D. Chris Cook 
➢ Richard A. Dove 
➢ Kristi R. McAnaul 
➢ Audrey Varwig 
➢ D. Allan Asbury (moderator) 

3:30 – 4:30 p.m.  Disciplinary Process Overview (Optional) 
➢ Joseph M. Caligiuri 
➢ Richard A. Dove 

4:30 p.m.  Conclusion 

 

CLE Credit—5.5 for the main program; 6.5 for those attending the optional process 

overview. 

































































https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/AttySvcs
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/AttySvcs/AttyReg
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/LegalResources/Rules/govbar/govbar.pdf#Rule6
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/LegalResources/Rules/govbar/govbar.pdf#Rule6
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/AttySvcs/AttyReg/verification/resignation_affidavit.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/AttySvcs/officeAttySvcs/default.asp
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/DisciplinarySys/odc/default.asp
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/LegalResources/Rules/govbar/govbar.pdf#Rule6


https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/LegalResources/Rules/govbar/govbar.pdf#Rule10
mailto:attyreg@sc.ohio.gov
https://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/


















https://supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-ohio-3701.pdf


https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2019/2019-Ohio-4531.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-847.pdf


http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-3050.pdf


https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2019/2019-Ohio-5288.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2019/2019-Ohio-4418.pdf


http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-3325.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-3339.pdf


https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-1542.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2019/2019-Ohio-5218.pdf


https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2019/2019-Ohio-5194.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-4588.pdf


http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-1569.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-355.pdf


https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-3259.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-1422.pdf


http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-4023.pdf


https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-957.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2020/2020-Ohio-3941.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2016/2016-Ohio-5581.pdf




http://www.supremecourtofohio.gov/ruleamendments/documents/Disciplinary%20System%20Amendments%20(As%20Adopted%20with%20Changes%20Noted).pdf
http://www.supremecourtofohio.gov/ruleamendments/documents/Disciplinary%20System%20Amendments%20(As%20Adopted%20with%20Changes%20Noted).pdf
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PRESENTERS’ BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
 
D. ALLAN ASBURY joined the Ohio Board of Professional Conduct in 2014 as senior 
counsel. Before joining the Board, Mr. Asbury served as Administrative Counsel for the 
Supreme Court and Secretary of the Board on the Unauthorized Practice of Law. His 
primary duties for the Board include researching and drafting advisory opinions, 
providing ethics advice to Ohio lawyers, judges and judicial candidates, and assisting in 
the Board’s ethics outreach and education efforts. Mr. Asbury received his undergraduate 
and law degrees from Capital University. He is admitted to practice in Ohio, United States 
District Court for the Southern District of Ohio, and the U.S. Supreme Court. He is a 
faculty member of the Ohio Judicial College and recently completed the certified court 
management program with the National Center for State Courts. 
 
JOSEPH M. CALIGIURI is the chief assistant disciplinary counsel in the Office of 
Disciplinary Counsel, where he has worked since 2002.  In September 2019, he was 
appointed as Ohio’s seventh fulltime disciplinary counsel and will serve a four-year term 
beginning in late October 2019.  He is responsible for investigating and prosecuting 
lawyers and judges accused of ethical misconduct.  Mr. Caligiuri is a frequent lecturer for 
the Ohio Judicial College, Ohio State Bar Association, and the Association of Judicial 
Disciplinary Counsel.  Mr. Caligiuri is also an adjunct professor of law at the Ohio State 
University, where he teaches Professional Responsibility.  Mr. Caligiuri is a former 
criminal prosecutor in Buffalo, NY, and is a graduate of SUNY Buffalo, New England Law, 
and the Clemson University MBA Program. 
 
RICHARD A. DOVE is the Director of the Board of Professional Conduct, and serves as 
the Board’s chief legal and administrative officer.  Prior to his appointment as in 2011, 
Mr. Dove served for more than 22 years on the staff of the Supreme Court of Ohio, the 
last four of which as Assistant Administrative Director.  He is past president of the 
National Council of Lawyer Disciplinary Boards and in 2019 was recognized as 
Distinguished Alumnus of the Year by Capital University Law School.  Rick is a graduate 
of Wittenberg University and Capital University Law School and is admitted to practice 
in Ohio, before the United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio, and 
before the Supreme Court of the United States.   
 
GEORGE D. JONSON spends the majority of his professional time defending lawyers 
in legal malpractice cases, defending lawyers and state court judges in disciplinary 
proceedings, and giving ethics advice to Ohio lawyers and judges.  The rest of his 
professional time is spent litigating a wide range of civil matters.  In his free time, he 
hunts, hikes, gardens, runs a chainsaw, and enjoys an adult beverage in the evenings while 
sketching designs for totem poles he never gets around to building.   
 
ALVIN E. MATHEWS JR. is a partner with the Columbus law firm of Ulmer & Berne.  
His practice areas include ethics and professional responsibility and business litigation.  
Mr. Mathews has provided representation on hundreds of legal ethics advisory opinions, 
lawyer discipline case investigations, and more than 25 oral arguments in the Supreme 
Court of Ohio.  Mr. Mathews has been honored by Ohio Super Lawyers 2011-2019, Best 



Lawyers in America 2016-2019, and received an AV Preeminent rating by Martindale 
Hubble.  He has led more than 200 classes and seminars on legal ethics.  Mr. Mathews 
received his BA from Miami University and his JD from Ohio Northern University Claude 
W. Pettit College of Law. 
 
KRISTI R. MCANAUL joined the Ohio Board of Professional Conduct in 2018 as 
counsel.  Her primary duties for the Board include researching and drafting advisory 
opinions, providing ethics advice to Ohio lawyers, and assisting in the Board’s ethics 
outreach and education efforts.  Prior to joining the Board, Ms. McAnaul served as a Staff 
Attorney at the Ohio Department of Education in the Office of Professional Conduct.  She 
also worked in private practice for over nine years with a primary focus on juvenile and 
domestic law.  Ms. McAnaul graduated magna cum laude from Capital University Law 
School and was a member and Research Editor of the Capital University Law Review.  She 
received her undergraduate degree from Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan. 
 
LIA J. MEEHAN is an Assistant Disciplinary Counsel with the Office of Disciplinary 
Counsel for the Supreme Court of Ohio.  She has been with the office since June 2016 and 
investigates and prosecutes judges and lawyers accused of ethical misconduct.  Before 
joining the Office of Disciplinary Counsel, Lia served as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney 
for the Licking County Prosecutor’s Office and was the head of the Juvenile Division for 
four years.  In that role, Lia prosecuted juveniles charged with upper-level felonies and 
also handled Children Services cases involving serious abuse and neglect.  Lia graduated 
from Ohio Northern University with a B.S. in Biology, and also earned her J.D. from 
ONU.  She lives in Granville with her family and their two golden retrievers. 
 
DON SCHEETZ is a senior assistant disciplinary counsel with the Office of Disciplinary 
Counsel for the Supreme Court of Ohio and has been with the office since January 
2013.  He is responsible for investigating and prosecuting judges and lawyers accused of 
ethical misconduct.  Don helps train certified grievance committee members in the 
investigation and prosecution of grievances so that they can be certified to appear as trial 
counsel of record before the Board of Professional Conduct.  Don is also an adjunct law 
professor, teaching Professional Responsibility at the Moritz College of Law at the Ohio 
State University, his alma mater.  Prior to joining the Office of Disciplinary Counsel, Don 
served as an assistant prosecuting attorney for the Franklin County Prosecutor’s Office, 
focusing on juvenile gang prosecutions.   
 
PEGGY J. SCHMITZ is a member of the Board of Professional Conduct and serves on 
the Board’s Probable Cause Committee. Before joining the Board, she was a member and 
chair of the Wayne County certified grievance committee. A practitioner for 42 years, Ms. 
Schmitz served as Executive Director of the former Wooster-Wayne Legal Aid Society, 
Assistant Wayne County Prosecuting Attorney, and, for the past 33 years, as a member, 
and currently of counsel, with the Wooster law firm of Critchfield, Critchfield & Johnston, 
Ltd., where her practice focused on labor and employment and higher education law.  She 
is a graduate of Bowling Green State University and the University of Akron School of 
Law, and is admitted to practice in Ohio, the United States District Court for the Northern 
District of Ohio, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, and before the United States Supreme 
Court. 



 
MEGAN R. SNYDER, MSW, LISW, B.A. Psychology, State University of New York at 
Albany, 1995; Master of Social Work, New York University, 2000.  Professional 
Experience:  Medical Social Worker at Beth Abraham Health Services, specialized in 
psychosocial assessments and discharge planning, Bronx, New York; Social Worker and 
Regional Social Work Mentor at VistaCare Hospice, developed and conducted company-
wide trainings surrounding issues of death and dying, Columbus, Ohio; Development 
Associate at the Columbus Jewish Federation, assisted with the annual campaign, 
Columbus, Ohio. Nationwide Children's Hospital, Emergency Room Social Worker, The 
Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, Psychiatric Emergency Services, Social 
Worker.  Currently, Megan is the Clinical Director at the Ohio Lawyers Assistance 
Program, Inc, and maintains a small private practice in Grandview Ohio.   
 
JUDGE JOHN R. WISE began the practice of law in 1979 in Stark County.  His areas 
of practice included civil litigation, from both plaintiff and defense side, along with work 
in the fields of probate and real estate.  Judge Wise was elected to the Canton Municipal 
Court in 1990, where he served until 1993, when he was elected Stark County Common 
Pleas Court Judge.  In 1996 Judge Wise was elected to the Fifth District Court of Appeals, 
where he currently serves.  Judge Wise has also served by assignment with the Ohio 
Supreme Court.  In 2015, Judge Wise served as Chief Judge of the Ohio Courts of Appeals 
Judges Association.  He also is serving his third term on Ohio’s Board of Professional 
Conduct, currently serving as Chairman.  Judge Wise, during the course of his judicial 
career, has served on several computer and technology committees for the Ohio Judicial 
Conference, taught classes for The Ohio Judicial College, and served several terms as an 
original member of the Ohio Supreme Court Commission on Technologies and the Courts. 
 
AUDREY E. VARWIG is an Assistant Disciplinary Counsel with the Office of 
Disciplinary Counsel of the Supreme Court of Ohio.  During her undergraduate years at 
Bowling Green State University, she worked as a deputy clerk for Judge Robert C. Pollex 
(retired) in the Wood County Common Pleas Court, Juvenile and Probate Divisions.  She 
attended law school at The Ohio State University, where she was invited to be a member 
of the moot court team.  She also served as an intern for Judge James R. Ray (retired) in 
the Lucas County Court of Common Pleas, Juvenile Division.  After graduating from OSU, 
Audrey worked in private practice for over 10 years litigating civil cases in state and 
federal courts, including the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.  She was 
honored as a Super Lawyers Rising Star in 2013 and 2014.  Since joining the Office of 
Disciplinary Counsel in 2014, Audrey has prosecuted disciplinary complaints against 
attorneys and judges before the Board of Professional Conduct and the Supreme Court of 
Ohio.  She educates attorneys during CLE seminars, trains certified grievance committee 
members, and serves on ODC’s Paperless Committee.  She is a Delegate to the Ohio State 
Bar Association Council of Delegates, a graduate of the OSBA Leadership Academy, and 
a Lifetime Fellow of the Ohio State Bar Foundation. 
 
HEATHER M. ZIRKE is general counsel for the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar 
Association.  During her 15 years with the CMBA, Heather has worked closely with the 
public and CMBA members to uphold the high standards of lawyer ethics and to help 
protect the public from the dishonest acts of a few lawyers.  Heather is counsel to the 



CMBA’s Certified Grievance, Unauthorized Practice of Law, Ethics & Professionalism and 
Bar Admissions Committees.   She also works with members of the CMBA’s Lawyer-Client 
Fee Dispute Resolution Committee which assists clients in resolving fee disputes with 
their lawyers, and the Division of Fees Mediation and Arbitration Committee which is a 
service to lawyers who need help dividing a shared fee.  Heather speaks regularly on the 
topics of ethics and professionalism and Ohio’s disciplinary system.  She also presented 
at the American Bar Association’s 2017 Unauthorized Practice of Law School in Chicago.  
Prior to joining the CMBA in 2005, Ms. Zirke spent 3 years as an Assistant Prosecutor for 
the City of Cleveland where she worked closely with law enforcement and victims of crime.  
Heather has a B.A. in English and religion from Baldwin-Wallace University and a J.D. 
from the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.   
 



the joseph g. miller and william c. becker 
center for professional responsibility

University of Akron  |  150 University Avenue  |  Akron, OH 44325-2901
330.972.7331  |  Fax: 330.258.2343  |  uakron.edu/law/millerbecker/
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